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Blue Mountain Recreation Commission
P.O. Box 188

Orwigsburg, PA 17961
(570) 366-1190

www.bluemountainrec.com
E-mail: info@bluemountainrec.com 

Dear Parents,
     Thank you for your interest and participation in our Summer Playground 
Program.  The program is operated and administered by the Blue Mountain 
Recreation Commission, which is solely responsible for the program content 
and management.  The program itself is not self supporting and is subsidized 
by the taxpayers of the Boroughs and Townships throughout Blue Mountain 
School District.
     The goal of this program is to provide safe, exciting, fun filled summer
activities at local sites for children between the ages of 7 and 15 years old.  We
wish to give the children an experience that will allow them to develop their
creativity and individuality while under supervision.
     We urge you to read this manual carefully and ask that you contact us should
you have any questions or concerns.  

Sincerely,

Jason L. Boris 
Recreation Supervisor

Playground Sites

Cressona:   Picnic Grove
Deer Lake:   Fire Co. Picnic Grove

  Orwigsburg:   Albright’s Woods  

� PLEASE NOTE: Due to unforeseen circumstances beyond our control, there will be no 
playground program offered this summer at the Higher Ground site in Friedensburg.

http://www.bmsd.org/recreation
mailto:info@bluemountainrec.com
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Playground Program Information

     The 2019 Summer Playground Program will be held for eight (8) weeks. 
Playgrounds will start on Monday, June 10th and continue until Friday, August 
2nd. The program will be held Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.  
     This program is open to children who are at least seven (7) years of age, 

(by June 10, 2019) but are not over the age of 15 years old.

 Fees are as indicated below (includes all 8 weeks of program - excluding trips):

Blue Mt. Residents             Non-Residents

Early Registration (‘till 6/6)
One Child
Two Children
Three Children

$ 80.00

$140.00
$180.00
$  40.00

$ 140.00

$ 240.00
$ 300.00
$   80.00       Each additional child: Add 

On Site/Regular Registration
One Child
Two Children
Three Children

   Each additional child: Add 

$ 100.00

$ 180.00
$ 240.00
$   50.00

$ 160.00

$ 280.00
$ 360.00
$ 100.00

NOTE: Registrations will NOT be taken on June 7th.  During this time 
period, registration materials are being packed to be taken to sites and are 
not available for in-office registration.  Please register by 4:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 6th to assure the early registration discount.  Regular 
registrations will be taken at each site starting at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, 
June 10th.  

All participants must be registered and have signed permission cards 
to participate in the summer playground program.  All fees must be 
paid at the time of registration.  A T-shirt will be offered to each 
registered child for $5.00 each.  NOTE: Playground t-shirts from 
last year may be worn this year in lieu of purchasing one.  
Children must have a shirt to attend offsite trips!  NO EXCEPTIONS!!
     On the following pages are the Playground Program Guidelines, 
Rules & Regulations, Discipline policy and other pertinent information. 
Please take a few minutes to read this information thoroughly.  Keep
this booklet for your reference at a later time.
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Playground Program Guidelines
     Playgrounds open at 9:30 a.m. and close promptly at 3:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, as weather permits.  Please do not send or 
drop off children before the staff arrives in the morning.  It is critical that 
parents pick up their children on time.  The staff will not continuously 
wait for parents who are late picking up their children.

Children must be at least 7,  but not be over age 15 to participate in 
the playground program.  Children over the age of 13 will only be 
accepted if they agree to strictly abide by the rules and work with the 
staff.  Disruptive teens will not be tolerated!  Cooperative teens are 
encouraged to help work with the younger children and set an example 
for them to follow.

   The playground program is designed to provide children with
organized activities in the local communities over the summer break
from school.  This program is not a babysitting service and the staff is
not capable of providing constant individual attention to the children. 
With large children to staff ratios, parents must realize that only general
supervision can be provided.  The leaders are present to lead the
children in games, crafts, organized sports, and provide supervision for
these activities.

A variety of sporting goods, games, equipment and arts & craft
supplies will be provided to each site for use by the children.  An
organized schedule will be planned by the leaders to allow the children
a variety of activities each day.  The recreation office will also plan
group trips throughout the summer.  Trips are optional and have an
additional cost.  Playground T-shirts must be worn on trip days for the
children to be allowed on the buses.

Bathroom facilities are provided at each site.  Please instruct your 

child to respect the facilities at their playground and utilize them for 
their intended use.  Writing on tables, vandalizing toilets or breaking 
equipment won’t be allowed.  Your tax dollars have funded most of our 
playground sites and groups other than ours utilize the facilities.  
Emphasize to your child the need to keep the sites clean and 
vandalism free.   
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 The playground program is scheduled to provide children the 
opportunity to enjoy themselves through the constructive use of public 
facilities.  This can only be accomplished with cooperation between 
the recreation staff, parents and the children.  When parents explain 
the importance of the rules and how essential it is to cooperate with  
the leaders, it creates a safer environment for the children and 
decreases the number of accidents, injuries and problems on sites.

Parents need to set limits for their children on playgrounds.  With your
help and cooperation, your children can be assured of a summer
program full of fun and enjoyment in a healthy outdoor environment. 
Make sure your child is prepared by sending them with insect repellent,
sun screen, lunch and plenty of the proper fluids, such as water. 
Carbonated soda is not a proper fluid for quenching thirst on a hot day.  
Send them prepared and with the understanding that they are the key
as to whether the staff spends their time working on activities for the
children or dealing with problems.  Help us maximize the enjoyment
they get from the program.

    Parents are encouraged to meet their local playground leaders.  You 
are placing your children in their care.  See how they expect to do 
things, what you can expect from them and understand what they are 
expecting from your children.  Most importantly, work with them to help 
provide your children with a summer full of fun, in a safe environment 
that you are comfortable with.

 Parents who do not want their children to leave their playground site 
must sign-off on their child’s playground registration card and should 
notify also their leaders at the start of the program.  These parents 
should also instruct their children that they are not to leave the site.  
The leaders will attempt to keep these children on site; however, if the 
children leave without telling their leaders, the staff will notify the 
parents, who will have to discipline their children.  The leaders will not 
leave the playground and search for the missing children. 
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     Each parent is responsible to be on time to pick up their children at 

the end of each day.  Playgrounds close promptly at 3:30 p.m.  
Parents must plan to be on site and on time to pick them up.  After 
trips, once the buses drop off the children at the pickup points, parents 
must be on time to pick up their children.  We do our best to have the 
children back as close to the scheduled time as possible, but we 
cannot have small children waiting for extended periods.  Individuals 
who repeatedly are late picking up children will forfeit their children’s 
privileges.
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Playground Rules & Regulations

1. Rules will vary between sites due to local municipality guidelines on
the use of their facilities.  However, basic rules of conduct are expected
from the children if they want to participate in the program.  These rules
are designed to safeguard the children and protect the facilities of the
municipality.

2. Each site will have a designated area of use.  The staff will point out
to the children the boundaries for their particular site.  The children are
expected to remain within these boundaries while participating in
playground activities. Failure to remain within the boundaries can result
in disciplinary action.

3. Children riding bikes to playground will be given a designated area
to park their bikes at the playground.  Riding bikes within the
playground use area can be dangerous and create a hazard for those
children playing on the site.  Local laws regarding use of helmets while
on bikes must be obeyed at all times.

4. Common sense rules are enforced at all playground sites.  Throwing
rocks, vandalizing the facilities including: bathrooms, job johnnies,
tables, vending machines, shelters, playground equipment, etc. will not
be tolerated.  Children caught destroying property will be turned over to
the local law enforcement officials, who will have the authority to take
legal action as they see fit.

5. Children are expected to follow the instructions and guidance of the
playground leaders.  Bad manners, abusive language, fighting, taunting
or bullying other children and deliberate disruption of activities will
result in disciplinary action.  The staff is present to provide activities for
the benefit of the majority and those few children who see fit to create
problems can lose their recreation privileges for the summer or longer.
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(Playground Rules & Regulations, cont.)

6. Each playground site is provided a variety of equipment, games and
arts and craft supplies for the children to use.  We anticipate some
damage through normal use, during the program.  However,
inappropriate use or deliberate abuse of the equipment and supplies
cannot be allowed.  The children must take care of the materials on site
by using these items for their designated use.

Discipline Policy

The children must be capable of understanding the rules and
following the directions of the leaders for their safety.  Horseplay, foul
or abusive language, fighting, bullying or any disruptive behavior will
not be permitted.  Any child who continuously attempts to disrupt the
playground program will lose their privileges and be sent home.

     We will use assertive guidelines when dealing with the youth.   
Children displaying unacceptable or disruptive behavior will be:

1. Warned at the first offense
2. Given a “time out” and be isolated until acceptable behavior is

restored (or as punishment for the behavior).
     These first two policies will be noted on the days log.

3. At the next (third) offense after a warning or “time out”, the child
will be given a written disciplinary action and said child will be
sent home for the day.  This disciplinary action will be turned
in to the recreation office, and further action will be taken, if
necessary.

4. Should your child receive two (2) disciplinary reports, he/she

will be dismissed from the program for a minimum of three (3) 
days.  On the third disciplinary report he/she will be dismissed      
from the program for the remainder of the summer. Further 
action may be taken, if necessary.
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     Most playground sites will close if significant rain or
thundershowers occur.  Parents are responsible for
picking up their children in the event of rain.
     If rain occurs on a morning before sites open,
closings will occur on a site-to-site basis.  Site closings
are determined by: the amount of rain, the condition of
the site, and the facilities available at each site.

     All morning closings will be determined by 9:30 a.m. If 
the site is to open in the afternoon, this will be 
determined by 12:30 p.m.

     Parents are advised not to call the Recreation 
Office until after 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. to see if their 
child’s site will open. This will give our staff ample time 
to do a site inspection and make a decision. 

(Discipline Policy, cont.)

Note: Some actions taken by the children call for immediate attention 
which may require a suspension of multiple days away from the 
program.  The following are some examples: willful physical fighting; 
cursing at other children or staff members; possession of a weapon, 

tobacco, alcohol, or drug paraphernalia; destruction of recreation, 
school  or community property purposely; starting fires; inappropriate 
displays of affection; and intentional disregard for authority, etc.  If 
necessary, and at the discretion of the Recreation Director, your child 
may be removed from the Playground Program for behavior/disciplinary 
actions.

         RAINY DAY
POLICY
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Health/Emergency Accident Policy

     Parents are advised to send their children to the playground sites 
prepared.  All sites are outdoors and the children are exposed to a 
variety of conditions relating to insects, heat, the sun and, in some 
cases, poisonous plants, such as poison ivy, etc.  Advise the staff of 
any allergies or special conditions when registering your child, so that 
they can safeguard your child if an accident occurs.  Staff members 
are trained in First Aid & C.P.R.  Sunscreen, water bottles, lunches, 
snacks, a hat and a sweatshirt are items to send with your child, 
depending upon the weather.  Advise them to stay out of the woods if 
their site has poison ivy and they are allergic.

     The Blue Mountain Recreation Commission and the Boroughs and
Townships carry no medical insurance on participants.  All participants
are thus encouraged to have their own accident/medical coverage.
     Any child exhibiting signs of illness will be isolated until he/she
leaves the premises.  Parents will be notified (if deemed necessary by
staff), and asked to pick up their child immediately.  Situations
involving care beyond first aid may require that a staff member
accompany a child by ambulance to the emergency room of the
nearest local hospital.

     PLEASE NOTE: Medications will not be dispensed by staff 
members nor will participants be permitted to take medications during 
the program.  This includes ear and eye drops.  Inhalers & Bee sting 
medication will be allowed, provided the child can administer this 
medication on his/her own.  Exceptions may be made on a case to 
case basis.
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Personal Item Policy

What your child should bring everyday:
� Sneakers:   It is important that your child wear sneakers or other

sturdy footwear everyday.  We play active games daily so it is
important that your child be appropriately dressed.

� Packed lunch/snacks with plenty of drinks: Lunches should be
packed in insulated coolers/lunch boxes or should include an ice
pack to keep food/drink cool.   Please assure your child will have
enough drink to last the entire day.  

� Sun screen & insect repellant:   Children will be encouraged by
leaders to wear & reapply sun screen and insect repellant
throughout the day.  Please speak with your child about the
importance of sun safety.    Note that most sites have wooded
areas.  Insect repellants that also include protection from ticks
would be beneficial for your child. 

What your child should leave at home:
Any electronics: Video Game Devices, iPads, tablets, iPods, etc.

� If your child brings a cell phone:
< It can only be used to contact parents or for emergencies.
< It must be kept in a backpack or lunchbox
< Blue Mountain Recreation Commission will not be

responsible for damaged, lost or stolen property.

� Any toys/items that cannot be shared with the entire group.  The
leaders nor the Recreation Commission are responsible for
items brought to the program.
< Note: the exception is baseball/softball gloves.  Gloves may

be brought to sites that have ball fields.  The glove must
have the child’s name on it.

Please keep in mind that ALL ITEMS your child brings with him/her should 
have his/her name on/in it (i.e.: lunch box, hat/cap, glove, sun screen, etc) 
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Visitor Policy

Families who have out-of-town children visiting with them for a time
period may enroll a child in the playground program according to the
following guidelines:

1. A Playground Registration Card must be filled out for the child.
2. A Non-Resident Participation form must accompany the card.

Form must have the dates included on it.
3. Children may participate on a “Visitor” basis for up to two (2) days

for no registration fee. (Trip/other special event fees will be
charged as are appropriate) NOTE: T-shirt policy will be in effect
& these children also need shirts.  If necessary, a shirt can be
purchased ahead of time at the Recreation Office.

4. Any child participating for more than two (2) days must pay a fee as
set up on a case-by-case basis by the Recreation Office Staff. 
Sponsoring parents must call or come into the office, prior to the
child’s desired date, to set up this special fee.

Trip Policy

     The playground program will be taking a number of off-site trips this
summer.  Transportation on school buses will be provided for the majority
of the trips with local pick-up points when they are feasible.  Trips leaving
the district will have a regional pick-up point due to time constraints.   Trips
will carry an additional cost.  Playground T-shirts must be worn on trip
days for the children to be allowed on the buses.  If a child shows up
for a trip without their T-shirt, they will not be permitted to attend the
trip.  NO exceptions will be made to this rule!
     Children must be checked in with a leader from their playground at all
trip departure sites.  Do not just drop off your child and leave.  For each
child’s safety, make sure they are placed into the care of your child’s
leader.  
     Trip registration deadlines will be strictly enforced, due to bus seating. 
All parents have been given all trip sheets when they register their children
for the program and should know what the deadlines are.  Please do not
wait to the last minute to give your child’s playground leaders your trip
registrations, or they may not be allowed to go. 
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 Get them in early to guarantee your child’s reservation.
     Please pay for each trip separately.   Once the playground leaders have
turned the reservations  into the recreation office, refunds will not be issued
for any reason, unless the trip is cancelled.  

i If paying by check: All checks MUST have Home Phone number &
valid PA drivers license number of person issuing check, written
on the check.

Bus Pick-up Points

     For all summer trips planned where the destination is within the Blue 
Mountain School District, such as Cressona Pool Swim Days, the buses 
will pick up at or near each playground site as listed below:

Cressona Elementary parking LotCressona: 
Deer Lake: Fire Co. Grove
Orwigsburg: Blue Mt. Middle School Parking Lot (Front of Building) 

     For any trip where the destination is out of the district, such as the Movie
Day, etc., the buses will only pick up at the following locations:

BME-West Front Parking Lot

Blue Mountain Middle School

Cressona 
Deer Lake and Orwigsburg

  Front Parking Lot

i On trips where we are traveling a long distance, the buses will
only depart from ONE site, as listed on the individual registration
forms.

   Deadlines for trips will be strictly adhered to.  Children will not be allowed
to participate on trips if their registration materials were not received by the
posted deadline.
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Summer Trip Schedule
Playground Trips   

Trip Date Cost Registration
Deadline

Glo-Bowling At
 Strike Zone

Friday, 
June 14th $10.00/pp 3:30 p.m. on 

Wed., June 12th 

Iron Pigs Baseball Game  * ( 
(Limited Tickets & Early Deadline) 

Tuesday, 
July 23rd

$20.00/pp 
admission w/ lunch

3:30 p.m. on 
Mon., July 1st

Freefall Trampoline Park
 in Bethlehem, PA

Tuesday, 
July 9th $20.00/pp

3:30 p.m. on 
Fri., July 5th 

Cressona Pool Swim Day

Thursday, 
June 20th 

 $10.00/pp
$5.00/no bus

3:30 p.m. on 
Tues., June 18th 

Movie Day at the 
 Pine Grove Theater

Tuesday, 
July 2nd 

$10.00/pp

3:30 p.m. on 
Fri., June 28th

Ozzy’s Family Fun Center 
 in Leesport, PA 

Thursday, 
June 27th 

$30.00/pp

3:30 p.m. on 
Tues., June 25th

Knoebel’s Grove

Tuesday, 
July 30th

$26 (under 48")
$48 (48" & over)

3:30 p.m. on 
Fri., July 19th 

Tuesday, 
July 16th 

$50.00/pp 
admission w/lunch

3:30 p.m. on 
Mon., June 17th 

NOTE: The Deadlines will be strictly adhered to this summer.  Parents are asked to pay for each 
trip separately.  Check trip flyers for bus pick-up points for each trip! 

* - Iron Pigs trip has limited seats that will be filled on a first come, first served basis.
( - Iron Pigs trip and Camelbeach trip have EARLY deadlines!! Reservations must be 

confirmed one month prior to the trip date.
PARENTS - Please Note:

i If paying by check - a separate check for each trip is requested.  

i All persons paying by check MUST include current PA Driver’s License number and home phone 
number on the check or it will not be accepted!

i There will be no refunds for trips once the deadline has passed.

i Playground T-shirts MUST be worn on all trips.

i Please check EACH Trip Flyer to assure you have the correct Bus Pickup for each trip.

i Trip Sheets can be found on the Recreation Web site OR e-mail us at info@bluemountainrec.com to
request a packet of all trip sheets.
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in Tannersville, PA
Camelbeach  ( (Early Deadline)

in Elysburg, PA

mailto:info@bluemountainrec.com
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